NOW or NEVER: 
Work out your Salvation with fear 
4 trembline , 
OR, 

A Serious Exhortation to all poor Sin- 
ners to lay hold upon Chriſt Jeſus, 
who is the Fountain of all Happineſs, 

aud who is the Onely Rock from 


whence doth fpring all their 
Comforts, 


Herein is alſo laid down ſeveral Motives 
declaring the Neceſſity of this Work, that 
it ought not to be put off for co morrow 
but that every poor Sinner ſhonld ſtrive to 
enter in ⁊t theſtraft gaie now, while he 
hath an opportunity in ns hand, leſt he f 
be ſnatcht away by death, and then 
it will be too late. 
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| rw # the day of ſalvation. 
* Math. 25 13. Watch therefore, fur ye know nat 
neither the day ,nor the hour wherein the Son of 
Man cometh, 
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NOW or NEVER: 


Heb. 3. from the 5*" to the 16" verſe, 


Whe refore as the Holy Ghoſt faith, To day 


if ye will hear his voice, harden not your 
hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of 
temptation in the wilderneſs: when yout 
fachers tempted me, proved me, and ſaw 
my works forty yeers. Wherefore I was 

rieved wich that generation , and ſaid, 

hey do alway erre in their hearts, and 
they have not known my ways. So I (ware in 
my wrath: They ſhal not enter inta my reſt. 


Take heed, brethren, leſt there be in any of 


* 
| 


| 
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an evil heart of unbelief, in 
om the living God. But exhorc. one 
another daily, while it is called, To day, 
leſt any of you be hardned through the de- 


ceittulneſs of fin, For we are made par- 


takers of Chriſt, if we hold the beginning 
of our confidence ſtedfaſt unto the end. 


Wuhlleſt it is ſaid, To day if ye will hear 


lis voice, harden not your hearts, as in the 


provocation. 
en 
. to all 3 | 


© 0s 


ECT, 
to lay hold on Chziſt Jeſus ; we are ſtirred 
tip ſpeedily to believe in him; to dap, while 


it is called to day, leſt we by neglecting ot 


this oppoꝛtunitp, and by our unbeltef , dc'tn- 
cur a heabier and 1102e ſoze judgement upon 
us, tben hard-hearied liracl did, who grie- 
bid Moſes fozty years together, and by rea- 
ſon of their unbeltef , ther did not enter into 


* 


the reſt that was pꝛomiled them, dut fell by 


the way of the wilderneſs, 


Now then , pon finners , J would in this 


\nall Treatiſe, endeavoz to ſtir you up to lap 


eld upon Chꝛiſt Jeſus, who is tbe Fountain 


of all cur happineſs , who is the aWell-bead,. 


from whence doth ſpzing all our ſpiritual and 
rempozal enjoyments: and the moze earneſtly 
to encourage you to lap hold cn tbis out 


onelf Stppozter, J ſpall endeavoz to lay dotorr 


tome Wotives to ftir pcu up to this work, 
and that it map be done ſpeedily, to day 
wh ile tt is called to = » I ſpall defire yu to 
read the woꝛds of Solomon the wileſt of men 
and beit of Kings, as vou will finde them 


witten in the 9 of Eccleſiaſtes, 10 verſe, the 
woꝛds are theſe , Whatſoever thy hand Gnd- 


eth to do, do it with thy might, for there is no 
work, nor device, nor knowledge, dor wilde 1 
in 272 whether thon goeſt. 

on in thele 


Thy piincipa] am of $of 
men en weng, we 
that 


worde, are to pet that men ar 
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(5). 
that wildem piety, and riches, and all the 
earthly enzapments that a po ſeul can babe 
in this life, it will not exempt bim frem 


death, all our creature-comfozts are but 


tranſitozp ; we are here to day, and in tbe 
grave to moꝛrew, therefoze we habe little 
reaſon to ſet our affections on things that aig 
parting from us, 02 otherwiſe we are par- 
ting from them; but let us take the advice 
of the Apoſtle St. Paul, to ſet our affections 
en things above, and not on things that are 
benzath Befoze J came to lay down the @ - 
tives to fiir you to the wozk pou are to do, J. 
ſþall lay dewn this general obſervation, 


which is; | 
' - PoRt. That the work cf this life cannot 
' be dine after this life is ended; thereſoze 


while we habe time in this life, we muſt ule 
all diligence to make our calling and election 
ſure: Today, while it is called to day, har- 
den dot your hearts, This is the day, NOW 
o2 NEVER. There is no repentance in tte 
grave, the grave bath no work, but beaben 
bath wozk, and hell hath ſuffering; Now then 


to incite you to this wo2k, let me tell pou 


Fir ſt, know that time cannot be recallcy, 
that which wes once will be no meze, yefter- 
dap will never come again, and this day is 


+ paſsing away, thereſoꝛe wozk while you have 


day, the night will come and then you cannot 
3 2888 az wann 


. 60 
62k : Lis true, while the Candle burneth 
u may make ute of its light, but when that 
is dene, it is to late to uſe it. The time that 


is now idled and talkt away, the üme that is 


now feaſted and complemented away , the 
time that is umnecefſartly ſpoꝛted and Cept as 
way, the time that is wickedly and pzeſum- 
ptuoufiy fin'd away, he w pꝛecious will it one 


day ſeem to all! O how bappy would it be to 


1.692 ſinners, if at the Deareſt rate they could 
tedeem it! but this cannot be, 

Ik cr gs, 02 tears,'02 pꝛice, oꝛ pains would 
bꝛt ig bactz loſt abuſed time, how happy werz 
this dead:hearted weeld, if it would then 


ſerve theic turn 10 ſay to the bigilant Welie⸗ 


ber, give us of pcur Del foz our Lamps are 
gone out : *7 to cry, Lozd, Leꝛd open unto us, 


when ite den is ſhur, the fooliſh would be 
ſabevas well as the wiſe , but they ſhall not 


at“ ain ſal ation who bave not ſtrived in ſome 


meaſ::re to mike uſe of their time to a better 


ptirpoſe thin they habe done, whohave vain⸗ 


lo and ſcoliſhlo loft their precious beurs af. 


ter their vain delights. Math. 25. This is the 
day of alyation, this is the accepted time, 
while it is called to day bearken , and barden 
not your hearts. 


Secondly , Ag time can never be recalled,. 


to lie tball never bere below be reſtozed , Joh 
. 14 verſe. If : man die, call he lie There 


gi? 
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(7) 28. 
again ? All the deyes of our appointed time 
we muſt therefore wait in faith and diligence, 
till our change ſhall come. We habe but one 
life here upon earth, to diſpatch the wor 
that our eberlaſting life dependeth upon, and 
if we lete that, we are imdone foz ever. 
While ypc u ate on this (ide cf the Grabe tou 
bave time to read, to bear, to pꝛap, but when 
this time is done, it ſhall de no moze , you 
ſþall riſe from death ts Judgement, accoꝛding 
as pou have lead pcur life here, you ſhall have 
peur Reward hereafter ; Now you may en- 
quire of your friends and Teachers what you 
ſhould do to be ſaved, and you nay receibe 
particularinſtruttions and exboztaticns, and 
God may bleſs the endeavczs of thoſe who 
are aſgiſting to pou in the wozk ſo far, that 
rour pc coul map be ſaved, but when life is 
paſt, it will be fo no moꝛe. Mad hell but ſuch 
an offer as this, and if an cries would pꝛo⸗ 
cure it from their rightecus Judge O what a 
change would there be among them? how im⸗ 
-  poztunatelp would they cry to God, O ſend us 
once again upon the earth, once moꝛe ſet us 
ſee the face of Percy, and heat the tenders of 
Ch!ift and Salbation , once moze ſetthe - 
niſters ef the Goſpel cf Jeſus Chiſt ad 


us their help, and teach in ſeaton and out of 
ſeaſon , once moze ſet us babe the belp' and 
company of thy Saints, and wp will frown 
A4 them 


-_ oo 

them ,/ abuſe tbem, and perſecute them no 
moze ; that we might once moꝛe be admitted 
mts the bolp aſſemblies, and habe the-1.o2ds. 
days to ſpend in the buſineſs of cur Sal va- 
tion ? It makes mo beart even tremble to 
think bow thoſe pz damned ſouls would 
ſtrive with God, to try tbem once again, ik 
they had but the. leaſt encouragements of 
he pe, but it cannot be, it will not be. ther had 
their day „thep cannot Joſe their time, and 
habe it; they had faithful Guides, and would 
not fell wthem : long did Chꝛiſt wait with 
the yatient tenders of bis bled and ſpirit, 
bis grace was c ffered, but it would nat be ac- 
cepted. Such mauths mult be ſtopt, foz ever 
with a [ Remember thou in thy life time re- 
ceivedſt thy good things, Luke 16. 25 | 

IF eber you will repent and believe, it 
muſt be NOW oz NEVER. If eber pon 
will be uneonberted and ſanttified,. it mnſt be 
NOW oꝛ NEVER Zi ever vou will be pax- 
doned and reconciled ts God, it muſt be now 
O that yon were wiſe, end that you yagerſtood 
this, and that you would conſider your latter 
end; Deut. 32.29. 2G 283 4 

N let me intreat vou to let the woꝛds of our 

bleſſed Ked&mer fink into Tour hearty, Lure 
197442 If thon badſt known, even thou in 
this thy day, the things that do belong unto 
thyqeatag Be nom they are hidden from ghine 
eyes t) AD Thirdly, 


('9) 

Tbitdly, Is there is no return after this 
life to live up.n the earth, ſo there will de 
no doing this wozk hereafter ; beaven is ſoz 
a moe glzi us wok ,--and bell will be ſo: 
moſt hoztible puniſpments; it is now that 
you muſt ſow , and. tereafrer that, yeu mult 
leap; it is now that y.u muſt. wozk , and 
then rhat-ycu muſt receive your wages. O 
thereloꝛe peo ful where ever thou doſt abide, 
let me perſwade the to be up and be doing, 
be net like the childzen of Iſrael, who mur- 
mured and repined at the pzovidences of 
God, becauſe they did not inherit the Land of 
Pzonulp pꝛeſentip, but do thou patientip 
wait Geds time, and be thou never idle, 
but ſtill ſetting fozward to the beavenly Ca- 
naan, that ſo tłeu ma: ſt be ready when Eod 
ball pleaſe to call the to the inberitance 
thereof. = g 

Let me lap befoze you Tour duties by way 
pc Motides, in ſeme few pacticulars: To be- 
gin with the loweſt of all; Then 

Firlt , Jn the wozks it peur b. dily calling, 
yau muſt uſe diligence, In the ſweat of you; 
brows you mult eat your bread, Geneſſs 3. 19, 
Six days ſhalc thou labour, and do all chat thou 
had co do, Exodus 20 9. | 

Succeſs is Gods c2dimary reward ot tem- 


nozaldiligence ; and diſeaſes, poberty, and 
ſbams aue dhe uſual puniſpmenis of floach. 
227 | Secondly, 
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Secondly , Are pou parents oz gobernozs 


of families: ycu have wozk to do foz God, and 
{v2 the ſouls of them that God bath intruſted 


ꝛou with. Be diligent in Family-duties,re- 
member that pou. and ycur familles are go- 
ing to the grave, where ou have heard there 
is no wezking, rherefoze whay vou do muſt be 
NOW ez NEVER, to day while it is called 
to day, put not off any wozk which will foz- 
ward you to heaven. 

Thirdly, - Þave you ignozant oz ungodly 
neighbours , whole miſerp calls foꝛ our com- 
paſgton , ſpeak to tbem, and keep them with 
all diligence , loſe not amp oppoꝛtunitp of d0- 
ing gd while pou are altve, to do what thou 
eanſt to keep thy ignozant neigbboꝛ from eter- 
nal death; foz when thou art in the grabe, thou 
canft do no good; up therefoze , and be doing 
with all your might. 

Fourthly, Þatb the Loꝛd lent you riches 
in this woꝛld, he doth expect then that thou 
ſhouldeſt relieve thoſe that are in want, eſpe- 
cially do good to thoſe who are of the houſ- 


hold of faith. Caſt thy bread upon the waters, 


for thou ſhalt find it after many days. Do good 
befoze thy beart be hardened , thy riches bla- 
ſted and conſumed , thy oppoztunities taken 
away ; part with it, det̃oꝛe it part with thee. 
Fifthly Path Godintrufted you with poty- 
er? O then ſk to pꝛomote the Glozy of . 


0 (11) 
relieve the opp2efſed, right the widow and the 
farherleſs,cheriſh them that do well, be a ter- 
roꝛ to them that do evil: Let thoſe that work 
the work of the Lord, be with you without 
fear, 1 Cor.16.10. 

Sixthly, Lo come a little nearer to pou 
Tet, *r* any of pou vet in the ſtare of nature, 
b. zn onely of the fleſþ , and not of the ſpirit, 
make cut to Chziſt , ery mightily o him fox 
"bis renen i ig and pardoning Gzace , faz 
there is no cenvertlon 'c2 repentance: unta 
life in the cx ive whither thou goeſt ; if eber 
thou wilt be ſabed, thoumuſt da it NOW oz 

NEVER. | 
. Seventhly, Þaſt thou any p;edcminant ſin 
that ober-ruleth thee , oz woundeth thee , oz 

keepeth thee {cf from being acquainted with 

Eod: Strive te refit thoſs things, adhoꝛ them 
in thy verp thoughts, hate the dens of the 

Marlot, oꝛ the le- bouſe, where thou fozmerly 
haſt committed menp grieb us ſing. 

Eightbly, Art thou in a declining condi- 
tion, baſt thou loſt thy firſt defires and lobe? 

O then up, and be doing tby firſt wozks, and 

remember from whence thou art fallen, cry 

cut with Joh, Job 29. 2, 3, 4. 3. OthatT 
were as in moneths paſt, as in the days when 
Ood preſerved me, when bis Caidle ſhined 
upon my head, and when by his light I walked 
through darkneſs. f was in the days of my 
| youth, 
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youth, when the ſecret of God was on my 
tabetnacle, when the Almighty was yet with 
ME. ' 
Ninethly, Art thou in ignozance concern* 
ing thy converted eſtate , doſt thou not know 
wbether thou art in a ſtate of life o2 death: 
Ee thou careful then, and uſe the means that 
God halb appointed thee fog aſſurance; ſearch 
the Scriptures, foz in them are the words of 
Eternal Life. Examine your ſelyes whether 
you be in the Faith; prove your ſelves. Know 
ye not your own ſelves that Chriſt is in you, 
except ye b: reprobates? 2 Cor, 13.5. | 

Laſtly , In all the duties of th» Calling, 
whether Civil oꝛ Religious ; ſeek to inflaine 
thy Soul with the lobe of God, admire his 
Mercies. O taſte and ſ& that the Loꝛd is 
gracious, let his fear command thy ſau!, and 
truſt in him alone, caſt all thy care and thy 
ſelf upon him. When thou art reading of the 
Moꝛd, habe an obediential fear and lobe to 
it , and let it be twieter to thee than the ) 
nep⸗ comb; reſolbe to do what thou therein 
findeſt to be the will of God. | 

Thus have I ſbewed thee , O peo? ſoul, in 
ſome meaſure what is thy duty to do; but 
theſe are but ſhozt hints of what might be 
Jaid down: but J muſt be but ſþczr , becauſe 
there are ſome other things of great concern» 


ment to thy pooz ſoul te ſpeak ſomething rs 
| " be-- 


. - we 
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bekcze J come to a conclufion': And that I 
may not leave a pee ſoul in darkneſs , there 
_ are ſome few particulars tbat J would pers 
. ſwade a Chziſtian to: The firſt is this. 
 Fiift, Let me beg of the to live as one 
that believeth there is a God , and that this 
Cod is the Creato? , Lozd, and Ruler of the 
whcie wozld: Believe that this God is Al⸗ 
migbtp, and that the greateſt of men are 
leſs than weꝛms in compariſon cf this great 
Cod: Believe that God is wiſe, powerful; 
and that be is able to ſave thee ; and as he is 
able, ſo be is willing, if thou by a triie and 
lively faith doſt lay hold on him Olive in the 
belief of this. 

Secondly, Libe as one that dath believe 
mankinde is fallen into fin and miſery; and 
that all men ate under the condemnation bf 
the Law of Cod, tif they are delidered; and 
live as men tha#confider that there muſt be a 
"a woe ught in pou beſoze pou come 
to die 

Thirdly, Live as men that verily and truly 
believe that vou art redeemed dy Jeſus Cbzift. - 
who hath ſuffered foe pcur fins , and bzougbr 
the glad Tydings of Salvation to ycur pe? 
Souls: O believe in this Cbꝛiſt, and lay hold 
on all the pꝛecious Pzomiſes that are in the 

Goſpel; O caft rour feldes upon him, whois 
the Phyſician cf pour proz ſouls, 
Fourthly, 


(14) | 
 Fourthly, Believe that the Poly Ghoſt ig 
giben by Jeſus Chꝛiſt to convert, to quicken, 


to fattsfie all that he will ſave; and that ex⸗ 


_ rept you be boznof the Spirit, you ſpall never 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven, and that 
if any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt , tlic 
ſame 1s none of his, Rom, 8.9, 

Fifchly, Live in this belief that Sin is the 
greateſt evil, and that which 0:th give tt > 


greateſt offence to the Gꝛeat and Poly God, - 


— that is the ebil which the Lezd abhez⸗ 
Sixthly, Welie ve that this Sin toill not be 
pardoned without repentance , and this muſt 
be true repentance alſo ; which if it beſo, ft 
will not ler thee live in any grcfs fin. 
; Seventhly, Live as members of the Church 
of Chziſt, baving communion with bis 
Saints , and live as tłute that believe there 
is a life everlaſting, where ahe ſanctified Qall 


live in endleſs joy, and the wicked in everiaſi- 


ing woe. | 4 
Laſtly, Live as thoſe that believe that 


this Life is given 91elp to make p2epararion 


fo: a better: All that ever ſpall re done fo2 * 


your Salvation, muſt be NO V cz NEVER. 
Live and believe that the woꝛld and tte fielb 


are the deadly enemies of pour Palbation ; > 


If you live after the fleſh, ye (ball die 3 


it, but if by theSpiriz yo mortifiz the ge | 


g 


k 
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of the body, ye ſhall live, Romans 8. 13. 

Chziſtians, let me tell you, that in all un- 
dertakings your onely aim ſpould be the giozy 
of God, and you ought to ds every thing with 
an obediential fear, knowing that there is 
none in Peaben noꝛ upen the earth can ſabe 
pour ſouls, but the great God of Heaven and 
earth, To. this Obedience let me perſwade 
tou in a few particulars. 

Firſt, The wozk of God muſt be done with 
fear and reverence , God will be ſancified of 
all that dzaw near him, God will ve ſerved as 
God, and not as man, God will not be pzay- 
ed to with a regardleſs minde. It is a dzead- 
ful thing fo2 peoꝛ duſt and aſbes to ſpeak to 
ſuch a great God, but is is a dangerous thing 
to ſpeak ligbtly and irreverently of bim: It 
concerns ebery believing Saul to bave moze 
of the fear of God upon big beart, than the 
common people of the woꝛld have; ſoz they 
that babe taſted that the Lozd is gracious, 
have a great cauſe to have a reverential ſear 
of his name. 

Secondly , It is requiſite that pou be very 
ſerious and ſober in all your ſerbices you per- 
fozm to Sod : Be ferbent and ſerious in ſtek⸗ 


. ing of God, and your cwn ſalvation. 


Thirdly, Let pour ferbice to tbe Lozd be 


-perkozmed with an underſtanding beart : 


God delights not in the dlinde devotion of 


Z 
men that know not what they do. Pꝛapetz 
net underſieod, are not p.ayers; fo: no mans 
deſires geeth berond his knowledge , and he 
expꝛeſſeth na his deſtres, that knoweth not 
what he expꝛeſſeth: If underſtanding be ne⸗ 
ceffary in our common difcourſe . much moꝛe 
in our Addꝛeſſes to the Moſt High. A man of 
underſlanding is of an excel ent ſpirit, but God 
hath no pl eaſure in fools, D 37. : 7, 

Fourthly , God is a <pirit , and he n uſt be 
worthipped in ſpirit and in truth, Jchn 4 24. 
The Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him: God 
calleth foz the heart, he loketh upon the in- 
ward defires ef the ſoul'; jf that be right, all 
win be well. 

Fifth'y, The body path its part in the ſer- 
bice of God, as well as the ſoul: the body muſt 
erp:eſs the inward reverence and devotion 
if the ſoul t there ought to be a very decent 
behavioꝛ in every childe of God at all times, 


but eſpecially when he is about ary wort that 


concerns his ſouls health. 
Sixchly , Eod will be ſerved with puritv 
and folineſs: God ah ꝛreth the ſacrifices of 
the wicked and diſobedient , thoſe that ſerve 
him muſt have undefiled garments, they 
muſt put on the tobite Kobe of Chzifts Rigb⸗ 
tec uſnels. \ | 
Seventhly , God will be ſerbed'uiiverſally * 
and entirely in all his cemmands, and wirh 


al} -, 
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an pour faculties; wur been piety, Juſtice 
and chetity muſt never de ſeparated : God 
will beſerved with tobe and delight.' Odear 
- Chiiftions, Tonflder What a glozioug p2ibi- 
- ledge the Saints have ,'toho-libe altoops in 
the joys ot the Loꝛd land truly a Believer hath 
great cauſe of Joy, and the chief cate of bis 
Jop is, that his ſins are pardoned, that God 
is reconciled to him in Cheiſt Jeſus: be bath 
' the pzomiſes of God, that all things ſpall 
word togetket foz his god, even bis grea- 
teſt ſufferings; He is ways in the tare of a 
tender Father, and de hath leave ta dea niet 
unto him; and oßen bis beatt to dim in 
- paper, eben in the greate las andwams 

that ran Tome to bim. 0 
ditedurſe 


ing us in a hier and 

7 50, Cons pattivutars the duty of 8- 
very pole wt that would babe an intereſt in 

! „ weng t were tde Lords 
Feod pleaſtite, 6 d 5 j p 
forf! to de defies in mtatning 
to ther dappinets, wbicd is, to lap dend apon 
Jefng Chziſt , and to tree onely upon him: 
Taſt thyſelf, and alt that is thine upon the 
Fouldersof bim, whois abe 
and de is wing to mitn tber 
. difficulty ,- it lo de ib art willing ro 


1 1 


to trat thee. 
al 
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If any man have an ear to hear, let him _ | 


Ddeax Cheiſtians, confider theſe wozds, now 
is the time that 1ou are called upon; now, 


while ycu have oppoztunities ; now, bear the 
Wozd, pzeached vy the faithful Piniſters of 


the Goſpel.leſt by death vou are \natcht away 
and then it is to late. 

Now peu have abundance of pꝛivate helps, 
now you habe the Lozds-day to ſpend in holy 
exerciſes foꝛ the edification of 3our pom ſouls. 


Now you have choice and ſericus Boks to 


meditate on , and d be the Loꝛd, you 
bave. the pzotetion of a Ch:iſtian King, O 
theſe are great Wexcies, and we do not know 
bow long, cꝛ how little while we map enjoy 
them ! O therefoze make uſe of time, ſoz this 
time wl not laſt always : therefore 
. 02 NEVER week aut Four ſalvation with fear 
and trembling 01 
Cionũder the woꝛdn of the Apaliie Perer, 
in the ſeeund Epilile æbe firſt ebaptex,and the 
give diligence to make your calling and ele- 
Qion ſure, fos if ye do theſe things ye (hall 
never fall. In theſe wozds there is the Chzi- 
ſtians duty latd down in the fozmer part of 
the verſe, in theſe words, wherefore the ra- 
ther brethren, give diligenee : then in the ſuc» 
cerding wrde are; che reaſons laid downe 
wereioꝛe this diligence ts required, now 
5 5 » 


> the rather brethren, 


r OO > EIS eEEEEED< —— ———_ 


"0 


3 19) : 
iz, to make your calling and election ſure 2 
then in the laſt clauſe of the verſe, there is a 
gracioug pꝛomiſe to all that are diligent in 


this wozk; for if you do thoſe things, you 


ſhall never fall. O what comfoztable wozds - 


are theſe to a po? ſonl , who ſtrives to attain 
to this work, who is diligent in wozking cut 


bis ſalvation with fear and treinbling | D let 
us laboz earneſtly fo2 the true faith, that we 
may attain to ſome aſſurance of curſalvaticn: 
ler us confidber, and meditate upon theſs 


woꝛds of tte holy Apoſtle Pavl, Hebr, 10. 21. 


to the 25 berſe, the words are theſe, And ha- 
ving an High preiſt over the houſe of God, let 


us draw near with a true heart, in full affarance 
of faith, having our hearts ſprinkled from an 


evil conſcience, and our bodies waſhed with 
pure water. Let us hold faſt the profeſſion t 


| * bur faich without waveriog , for he is faithful 


| 

| 

1 
TE 


. mtimely death: Jcallthat untir 


that promiſeth ; and ler us conſider one ano- 
ther, to provoke unto love, and to good 
works, 

Beloved , theſe things muſt be done now, 
cz elſe when we habe loſt cur ſeaſon , it will 
be too late. Befoze J come to a full conclu- 
fion , I would once againperſwade thee to a 
loly lite, ſoꝛ fear theu art overtaken with an 
miele death, 


that is, if thou art not pzepared* kz it"; 
habe not to mut) cauſe to ear dach ad be 
| B 2 gught 


, * * 
2 
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(20 | 
ought to betoail our wicked life : Jt is to 
common à Reception amongſt many, that 
Death puts a period to all our troubles: ( a 
ſboꝛt life, and a ſteer life, being the vulgar 
pzoberb ) the ſenſe of their pain, moze than 
the -deſires-of their being freed from their 
fins, inviting the baſtineſs of their lips, I 
confeſs it is a happineſs to die indeed, if we 
are fitted foz death, if we die with a con- 
ſcience voi) of cftence towards all men: but 
alas it otherwiſe , our ccpozal death is but 
a ſeparasion of ſcul and body. Deatbiscoms 
mon to the god, as well as the bad; to tba 
Pꝛince as well as the Peaſant, as the mo- 
man ef [ckoa told David, We muſt all die, 
and are as the water ſpilt upon the ground that 
cannot be pathered pp again, 2 Samuel 14. 
derte 14. | . 
Bet bobo is it that trvely conſiders the 
fearful. ſeparation of ſoul and bady from the 
firocious pꝛeſence of a merciful God? who is 
t that weuld here live in a pꝛiſon, a dungeon, 
a fink of fin, rather than in a Palace of royal 
fret dom: Ob Lo2d,.wha1s it that doth not 
tremble to think upon this fearful parting 3 
wboſe heart dotb not ahe within bim, to think 
after that woful Sentence of Condemnation, 
Mark 24,51,, Eq wg e curſed into everlaſt. 
in Ko bis will he a (ad parting to all thoſs 
n dent a e the L 1p gragious, 


be 
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and who habe not labuured with diligence ta 
make their calling and election ſure. Confider 
of it p ſ:ul > who ever thou art that re- 
maineſt in an unreyenerate eſtate, wherber 
it be not tby chief concern, to be earneſt with 
Gcd in p2ayer , and in all other duties of a 
Ch2iſtian now, while thou baſt bealth in 
this life , left when thou come to die, death 
pꝛobe an eternal death to thy po ſoul ; I do 
not mean that the ſoul can die, but when the 
ſoul and body part, thy ſoul will be eternally 
burning in hell fire, andrgver die. O let the 
c.nſideration of the ſþozrneſs of this Life, 
ir theeup to preparation fo2 death, that 
whenſoeter it comes upon thee, it may not 
come at unawares to the , but be thau ready 
to imbeace death, and (ay, Ceme Led Jefus, 
come quick'p, 

Mhat are Pon 28, Beautr, Kiches, bigh 
p'a'eg,wit.ſirength,friends, are they not em · 
p:» viols? are they not common ts ibe wicked 
a3 well as the god; ſurely they cannot help, 
they cannat ſatisfie in the evil day,twben death 
comes all will fozfake thee , and pzabe but 
as miſerable comfozts. and deceivful friends; 
tberefoꝛe NOW oz NE VE Rü ts tbe time 
foꝛ thee to werk in. O let thr ſdul take herd 
in time. let not the love of the wozld he witch 
thee : die tau muſt, it cannot be aboided, dut 
_ thou znaweſt not ; all chedays of thy 


« 
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appointed time thou Hale wait, till thy change 
come, Job 14, 14. Can that tennant be light 
at heart,that knows be ſþall quickly be turn d 


out of debꝛs, and hath no place pzovided where ⸗ 


in be may put his bead? oz.canſt thou eat, oz 
dzink, oꝛ fleep quietlp, and art no way aſſured 
ela vetter dwelling, when this earthlv houſe 
of thy tabernacle. here ſpall be diſſolved? Oh 
p@2 ſcul, be no longer deluded, be nc longer ſo 
deſperate as to hazard thy eternal happineſs 
fo: the ſpadowos of pleaſure , foꝛ the ſhadows 
of pzoftt , which are all but vanity and vexa⸗ 
tion of ſpirir. 

Toconelude then dear Chaiſtians, let me 
exboꝛt pou in the fear of the Loꝛd, to a ſeri⸗ 
dus diligence in ſeeking thoſe things which 

+ conduce to the happineſs of pour pen ſouls r 
babat though perſecutions ariſe, be not treu⸗ 
bled, perſecuticn is the crown and rejoycing 
of a true Chꝛiſtian. Dur Savioz pꝛonounceth 
them bappy who fozſake Father, and Pother , 
Land, oꝛ any thing fcz bis Names ſake : 
As tribulatiens abound , ſo do our conſolatt- 
ons, out enemies being inſtruments of com- 
fozting us by affliting us: what creature 
then ſhould be moze joyful than a Chziſtian ? 


fo2 God the Creatoz be is a comfuzting us, | 


while the creature is afflicting us: Be not 
impatient then, O ſuffering ſoul, at the rage 
and: * of the greateſt adverſary — 
can 


— 
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canſt habe, ince by the 1 tongs 
venly Father we are moze than conqu 

Account it the greateſt benefit to lye down 
+ patientlp in tbe bed of afflidion, where Chzift 
refs himſelf withthy ſoul, and will ſpoztlp 
come and lodge with thee in ſome gracioug 
villtatien, rea, be will viſit thee with abun- 
dance of conſolation, and tben thou ſþalt count 
thy ſelf a gainer if thy afflictions babe been 
ſo great as to bzing fezth an eternal reward 
of joy and bleedneſs. N 

To bꝛing all then to a concluſion , let the 
conſideration of all the faze-going benefits 
which thou wilt attain unto by ſerious dili- 
ence in the pzactife of holineſs, incite thee | 
OW o: NEVER to work out thy Salva» - 
tion with fear and trembling. 42 
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